
14 April, 2020 
 
Good afternoon 
 
Firstly, I hope this email finds you and your golf club in a position to allow play again in the near 
future. Obviously this has been a concerning time for all regarding many aspects of our life and golf 
has not escaped. Hopefully your members will be patient and understanding regarding the condition 
of the course and I am sure it will be more the exercise, freedom of playing the game and meeting 
up with their golfing friends that bring them back.  
 
We can only hope golf will return in the near future and the purpose of this email is to remind you 
that the world handicap system (WHS) was introduced today, 14 April. So, when your members next 
play they will have a new WHS handicap index. 
 
The below is a check list to ensure your club is ready for WHS: 
 

1. Are you aware you will need to download the new WHS Playing Handicap Tables which 
replace the current Course Handicap Tables? 
NOTE The new WHS Playing Handicap Tables are different to the current Course Handicap 
Tables you are currently using.  The Course Handicap Tables become obsolete and must be 
destroyed and replaced with the new Playing Handicap Tables. 

 
2. The new Playing Handicap Tables are currently available from DotGolf. 

http://live.golf.co.nz/TabRptCourseHandicaps.aspx Go to Reports and click on Playing 
Handicap Table 
 

3. For the golf clubs that can’t download, print and laminate the new tables, please email 
karen@nzgolf.org.nz who will produce and send these to you. 
 

4. The WHS playing handicap calculation will include the difference between course rating and 
par. Be prepared for members to comment that they are on a lower playing handicap than 
their current course handicaps, however this will be the same for every golfer competing 
from the same tee so is equitable. 

 

• IF, the course rating is lower than par, playing handicaps will be LOWER 

• IF, the course rating is higher than par, playing handicaps will be HIGHER  
 

Where playing handicaps may reduce significantly and cause anxiety with your members, 
consider reviewing the par as the par may not be relevant to the course being 
played.  Should you wish to make any changes in par, please email karen@nzgolf.org.nz  

 
5. The Playing Handicap is the actual number of strokes given or received for the round being 

played.  It is typically the same number as the Course Handicap.  The exception is when a 
term of the competition applies, such as a handicap allowance used for equity in certain 
formats of play. 
 

6. Handicap indexes will change daily. As best as possible, try and enter scores daily.  
 

7. If you use score card printing, the handicap index and playing handicap will be displayed as 
usual. 
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For thorough information go to www.golf.co.nz/whs, where you will find the new Rules of 
Handicapping adopted by New Zealand Golf along with other WHS information. 
 
Attached is a copy of the email sent to all members on our EDM database, which you can forward on 
to your membership to provide further information. 
 
Any queries, please do not hesitate to get in contact with me. 
 
I wish you all the best in your recovery from this event in time that we will never forget. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Phil Aickin |  New Zealand Golf 
Handicapping & Golf Services Manager 
 

http://www.golf.co.nz/whs

